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Reader, 
' Heſe things werg re me to give forth tobe read 


in the Fear of 1.4 , which (if kept to) will make 4 
112 ht Application of all untd 

by way of Condemning thee or Fuftifying of thee , and may, if 
in Singleneſs of Heart thou readeſt. help to open thy Underſtand. 
in the Diſcterning of theſe things. which the Lord (through the 
Dayes of Judgment and Tryals that are paſt, and thoſe that are 
yet to come) hath and will more and more ſupplant & overturn, 


and wht he h:th and will yet more and more eſtabliſh and exaly- 
in the room thereof, that fo thou mayſt come timely to eſcape the -- 
one, and to joyw unto the other, leſt the Day of the Lord, which ; 


will be 44 a Thief in the Nights, evertake thee unavares, . 


thy own ym and Condition,either 
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zl 
TESTIMONY 


TO THE 
Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus : 


Anciencly preached and believed in by che 
Primitive APOSTLES and CHRISTIANS ; 


with the Manner of my coming to witneſs 
and receive the ſame, 
He Goſpel of Chriſt (as it was preache4 
and witneſled by the Primitive Chriftians) 
is the Power of God unto Salvation unto 
them that do believe, in which Goſpel the Wrath 
of Go1 is revealed from Heaven againſt all (mark, 
All) Ungodlinefs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men,who 
hold-the Truth (whichis the Goſpel that ſhould ſave 
them) in Unrighteouſneſs: (So the Truth is in Un- 
righteous Men, and teſtifieth againſt their Unrigh- 
teouſneſs, 'in which it is by them held down and 1m- 
priſoned, which keeps them from witneſſing Deli- 
verance thereby.) And in this Gelpel there is no 
Glad-tidings to any in Unrighteouſne(s, nor Juftifi- 
cation in Ungodlineſs, but Wrath revealed againft 
it,and abideth upon aH fuch-as hold the Truth there- 
io, until they come te bow to the Wrath of God 
| A 2 which 


(4). 
which is revealed in them foe the cutting down of all 
Unrightcouſneſs and Ungodlinels, and tor ihe tree- 
ing of the Truth which is. held thereia , and ſuch 
come through the righteous Judgments cf God to 
know that Righteouſneſs, which-is Chriſt,the Power 
of God; to be revealed, for the removing and taking. 
away of the Wrath that was upon them, and the 
bringing them to Life and Juſtification, who are 
hereby made Witneſſes, that whet may- le known of 
God, viz. of his Eternal Power, to ſanQifig and re- 
deem out of Sin and Unrighteoulnels, i manifeſt 
3p them ; for God hath ſhewed it unto them to be 
his Goſpel and Power unto Salvation, who do come 
from holding of the Truth in Unrighteoulneſs, to 
hold this Myſtery of Faith-in a pure Conſcience, ſo 
this Goſpel of Chriſt, which is a Myſtery, was ma- 
nifeſted or ſhewed._ to the Primitive Saints to be 
within, - And how was it ſhewed ? Not by Tra- 
dition from Man, or any outward Letter, but by 
_ Revelation ; Therefore it is ſaid, The wrath of God 
# revealed (mark) and-The Ri:hteouſneſs of God « re- 
wveal:d; and Pax calls the Goſpel,which he received 
not by Tradition from any, The Revelation [. mark} 
of bu Sen in him, And how was. it that Chriſtcame 
to berevealed in Paul, but by the Light, which ex- 
ceeded the Brightneſs of the Sun, the 'outward na- 
_ tural Light, which Light was the Appearance of 
Tefus of Nazareth, which alfo inwardly (hewed him, 
and prickt..him for his Perſecution, whith he ſaw 
not, nor was not judged for by the outward Letter 
of the Law, according to which he was blameleſs : 
And Pa#l being thus met with and ftopt by a great- 
er Power and Authority then that by which he was 

| be- 
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before aQing, it was hard for him to kieſ agaiii(ttlimz: 
Pricks of this Light z but hefell down, both he and- 
his Companions, with their Cortmiſlion from the 
High Prieſt, and all their Letter Knowledge before 
this Light of” Jeſus, which was greater then all, 
and here Pasl lay until the Light that ſtruck him. 
down ſaid unto him, Stand #p; and in the riſing 
up, after he had known the inward Pricks and Ter- 
rors of the Lord, he came to receive a Power and 
Commiſſion, to turn the People from Darkneſs un- 
to theLight,which he clfe-where calls the Revelation 
of Cbriſt in bimy, and when the Saints heard that Paul 
preached of and by virtue from Chriſt revealed '1n 
him, which Goſpel he once ſought to deſtroy, they 
glorihed God in him [mark, in himJ* And this was 
and is the true Goſpel, and the manner of the Saints 
receiving of it, viz, by Revelation, not by Traditicn - 
from Menor Writings ; andit ag Angel trom Rea- 
ven ſhould bring any other Goſpel, he was to be ac- 
curſed: And this was and .is the true Foundation, 
other then which no man can lay, upon which the 
Ancient Chriſtians built their Hope of Glory, viz. 
Chriſt in them, which was not another then Jeſus 
of Nazareth; who was witlr them, and now cime 
to be manifeſt in them for the deſtroying of the 
Works of the Enemy, that ſo he and his Works be- 
ing caſt out, the:Seed of God, which is Chriſt the 
greater Power, might only remairrinperfett Domi- 
nion and Poſſeſſion of the Hearts, out of che good 
Treaſure whereof good Fruits and Works were to 
be brought forth to his Glory, who is bleſſed for- 
ever. , 
' Now, this Goſpel of Chriſt 1 could not meet with, 
vi 


(6) : 
- "ox her preadied in any of rhe Profeffions that I was » 
- converlantin, whoſe Faith was, that Revelation w.ts 
ceaſed, and that there was not a total Ceſſation from Sin 
(which is the Work of the Devil) attainable in this 
Life, nor no ſuch Grace or Light given to Mankind, by 
which they might come to depy all Ungoalineſs, and all 
Worlaly Luſts but tht. if the Conver ſation were re- 
formed, yet there would be Lnft and Sin ſtill remaining 
within to the Life's end,from the Commiſſion whereof none 
cou'd be fully freed by any Power or Strenzth, which God 
hiizivenon this fie th: Grave, Nor did I receive 
this Goſpel by Tradition from Man,er any Writings, 
-Learning or Wiſdom of my own, but from the lij- 
ving God, who leparated me for his Service from 
the Worth, and placed his Fear ia me, which incli- 
ned me'1in the beginning of my dayes to ſeek his 
Glory & Honour above the Pleaſures of this World, 
-aad by the Riches of his free. Grace drew me out of 
thoſe Wayes in which many Children were walk- 
ing totheir DeſtruQtion, fo that in the Feeling cf 
:t'c Movings and Strivings of his Spirit (which I 
plainly remember from the ſixth nd ſeventh years 
of my Age)Loften left my Companioas and Recreati- 
ons that I was engaged with to ſeek ſome Place for 
Prayer, and for the caling of my Heart unto him, 
fearing that, if I anſwered not his Call at that time, 
I ſhould-not feel the ſame drawing afterward, which 
ſometimes I found to my Sorrow ; and the fame 
'Power conſtrained me to cry to him, To acquaint 
me with himfelt, and to convert. me from every 
Evil Way and Work, which I was prone to, that 1 
might gain,others untohim, and if he called me to 
ut, Dye for him, as I read many of: the Martyrs, 
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who were weak'in themſelyes. he enabled to do. And * 
being devoted to the Miniſtry from my Birth by my 
Parents, who were zealous Profeifors of the 1nde- 
penaant-Wiy, .they-ipared no Pains to inſtrult me 
1n the Principles of x ao Religion, nor any Coſt for 
the Educating of -mein the Knowledge of that Lear- 
. ning that was eſtcemed requiſite for that Work :. So 
that about the twelfth year of my Age I was placed 
abroad with other Children at the School, by w hoſe 
Example and Importunity I was drawa to ſpend rr y 
Leifure-Hours in thoſe Sports and Paſtimes which 
were accounted "harmleſs, and by Reaſon of my 
Earneſftnels therein, I negle&cd to anſwer the Mo- 
vings of the Spirit of God, which was near me, and 
would often have kept me back from going with 
them, whoſe Vain Words and Atﬀtions were a Bur- - 
then tome, or ele would have: tiken me. off '{ome- 
times in the midft of my Play, and. called me to 
ſeek the Lord for my Soul, the Motions of which 
were day after day qyenched by my Diſobedience, 
until;' as to my Feeling, it had ceaſed-to ftrive witlr 
me ; | fo that, when T went to pray or ſeck the Lord, 
my Heart was ſhut up, -andmy Words returned un, 
£0 me again; and I ftood as one ſmitten before the 
Lord, not being able many. times to utter or bring 
forth a wort,” becauſe of the Guilt and Condemna- 
tion that was upon me. when 1 came. to be retired 
from my Camporios; which Guile I heaped up for 
ſome years, uatibth>Reckoning was high between 
me and the Zord; whoſe Judgments and Indigoation 
ſo ſeized upon me at laſt, as that I kaew not-but 7w4 
forſaken forever, and hed ſinned ent the Dey of ' my Vic 
ſerationg and would havebowed ro any Terms ys By | 
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Stirring and Strivings of the Spirit of God with me, 
as formerly Thad felt it z but my Cry ſeemed to 
be ſhut our, ſo that my Life became a Burthen tg 


Wrath and Judgments of the Lord, which followed 
me whereſoever I went,or whatſoeverl1 did, ſo that 
there was no ftrugling with it, ordiverting of it, 
which brought 2 Waſting and Conſumption upon 
myB2dy,which I never fully recover'd ta this time,& 
chis continu'd formany Moneths, in which1 ſcarces 
ly open'd my heart to any but the Lord, who through 
his Ghaſtizements and Rebukes, in which Idid par- 
"rake in Meaſure with Chrift in his Suffering & Bap- 
tiſm, brought me by his Word" of Power. ro ſome 
hope of Mercy, andeſcaping of-his. Wrath, ;not by 
juſtifying of mein my Sin, but clenſing mein Mea- 
ſure from Sin and the-Love of it, which Tidings was 
more precious to 'me then the Gaia of the whole 
World, though my Rody was left very weak, and wy 
'Stren:rh decayed, which in ticme-was by the ſame- 
Word reftored to the Admiration of- my Relations 


And now my Fears and Diſtruſts were Baniſhed oy 
the Riſings of the Life & Spirit of God in me, whic 

wrought more frequently:and:powerfully, then be- 
fofe, drawing me into greater 'W ; Oveſt 
my Thoughts,” Words' and /Aﬀions, -and:into; af 
higher Abſtinence 'from the Pleaſure-and Delights 


nour&d th&Name'oF rhe Lord;ordid effend & grieve 
his Spirit by the MiC-ſpending Tuoy ja; Vanity, 
, 9; 


!Tcaft Hopes of Mercy, or eſcaping the Torments of | 
Hell that were before me, 'or tor the obtaining the; 


'me, and all that I enjoyed was imbittered. by the - 


and Acquaintance, that knew:me in my: Sicknels, . 


of this World, moving Me to reprove ſuch as diſho- 
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in which I ſpared no Relations or others; and often: 
times I was conftrained to Warn and Reprove pro- 
phane and wanton People upon the Road, and to 
eaſe my (ef in Evil Company by crying tothe Lord, 
which brought a Fear and Dread upon them, and 
none durſt to with-ftand the Power that was with 
me in any Reproof, Prayer'or Exhortation, which 
was admiaiſtred in the Dertyal of my own will, in 
which I never went without a certain Reward of 
Peace in my Boſome, which were the beſt Times 
that ever I knew before the Truth was clearly mani- 
Eeſted to me, when I was not yet ſetled in any Form 
or Profeſſion, or obſerved any ftinted Times or W az 
of Praying or ſeeking the Lord, but as by his Spirir 
the moved upon my Heart, at Home or Abroad, to 
cry unto him, T obeyed, wondering and admiring 
wha that was winch was ſoſweet and pleaſant in its 
Incomes, and drew TO for it, as 
my Life, and by which I was broken and tendered 
in thereceiving of every Mercy and Bleſſing as from 
the Lord, and burdened and wounded with what 
was dead and unſzvoury. After which I was ftir- 
red up to ſeck after a People with whoth I-might 
hive Unity in the Fecling of the ſame Life and Ex- 
perience of the ſame wort which T had paſs'd through 
And in the Zeal of my Heart, as one raiſed from the 
Dead, that diligently minded the Improvement of 
the Time that I was intruſted with, I negle&ed n 
Oportunities 1n all Seaſons and Weathers, wich 
rezarding the Health of my Body, to go to hear ſuch 
as were eſteemed Lively Aratening Preachers, firſt of 
the Presbyterians, and then of the Independants, un- 
to whom 1 joyned my ſelf as a Member, among \. 
| B whom 
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whow T felt a Meaſure of the Stirrings of the Pow- 
er of God, which brought Terror upon the Ungod- 
ly, and ſeized many that were looſe and vain, with 
a Senſe of their Iniquity, and made them cry out 
under it,and raiſed thoſ. Hungerings and Thirſtings 
after Righteouſneſs, which cauſed many to break 
forth in earneſt Cryes and Supplications unto God 
for Deliverance from the Bonds of Sin and Iniquity, 
which was become burdenſom unto them, & for the 
obtaining of that righteouſneſs which was more pre- 
cious in their Eye then the Glories and Pleaſures of 
the World,which they ſeemed dead unto for a time :. 
And with this Work I had Unity, and dclighted to 
be with this People in the dayes of their Tendernels, 
and to ſpend Time 1n Prayer and Conference with, 
them. . Aﬀter which, as we came to ſettle in 
the Form , and to ſtint and limit the Spirit of 
God, ſoIperceiveda dying to the Life that moved 
and bubled up in us,and cauſed us to breath and cry 
to the Lord, ſo that, when we came together, we 
were full of, Complaints' of Dryneſs, Barrennels. 
and Lukewarmnels that we were come unto,and for 
want of thoſe living Breathings, which once we, 
felt, which we were ready to believe that we ſhould 
never come out of theſe Complaints, to know per- 
fet Vittory over our Corruptions here below ; and 
here in the Integrity of my Heart, I rather blamed 
and judged my ſelf (even when I knew. no real Neg- 
let by my ſelf) then to blame the Miniſtry and 
Way that was preached, until the Lord ſhewed me 
the true Reaſon and Cauſe not to be from my own 
Careleineſs, in the Neglect of any preſcribed Means 
which I followed, but becauſe of the Shortnets and 

De- 
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Defe& of that Goſpel in which. there was no Pow-- 
er declared of, that might free from Sin in this Life, 
nor Faith to believe in the Manifeftation of Chriſt, 
who was come (not only to bind the Strong Man, 
which ſome of us knew for a time, until he came 
to break his Bends, and get looſe again, 'but) to de- 
ſtroy the ſeed of the Serpent, and his Works in us," 
which being deſtroy'd,{o as got roremain longer in us 
we might come to be born of God, fo as not to com- 
mit Sin, becauſe of the Seed of God, which is Chriſt 
Jeſus, remaining alone in us in full Pgwer and per- 
tect Dominion over the ſeed of the Serpent and. his. 
Works: But inflead thereof, they declared of a 
Juſtification and Salvation by Chriſt w hich was con- 
liftent with the remaining of the Enemy, and of his 
Works of Darkneſs and Deftilement in them unto 
the Life's End, when the time of Redemption was 
paſt: $0 that after they had brought the People to 
a ſenſe of fin and iniquity, and Deſire of Dcliver- 
ance, which was good and precious in its day, they 
could bring them te no further Perfection in this 
Life, then the laying again and again (as often as 
they performed any Duties or Services) the Founda- 
tion. of Repentance from Dead Works, wlicre- 
with theig beſt Services were poluted, and the 
laying again of the Foundation of Faith towards 
God, whom they profeſſed ſtill to be going towards, 
but could not come to him, having not their Con- 
ſciences purged-from Dead-Works,. w hich all wi it 
have that would offer up living Sacrifices;- and work 
the Works'of God, - which are never to-be repcnte# 
of. And fince (according to their Goſpel) a through 
clenfiag from ſig was 8ot;to be effected in this Life, 
- "nor could not be. after thus Life, in which the Re- 
dem ption 


we 
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- OYgetptionofthesoul ceaſcth, they ſhould have ſhew- - 
ed ſome Middle Place for the Accomplithment of ? 
this neceſſary Work, without which there could be + 


noAdmiſſion intothe Kingdom of God. 

And in the Senſe of that Decay of Life and Spiri- 
tualaeſs, and that Earthlineſs that was got up a> 
- m6ng Profeſſors, who by their faſhioning cmkcive 

-according to' the World, had loſt their Teſtimony 
for God, Tealfed my (elf in the firft publick Opor- 
tuhity that was offered me in Lexar, the Place 
of my Nativity, from theſe Words of Paul, Al ſeek 
' their own things, and not the things of Feſws Chriſt y 
. and another time at a Faſt, from the Teſtimony 
of Feremith, Though Moſes and Samuel ffood before me 
+yes contd not my Heart be towards this People z, caſt them 
« out of my Sight, let them go firth: Which things were 

uttered not to pleaſe man, but to diſcharge my Con- 
ſcience, in'the-manifeſting thoſe Provocations, which 
was a Grief to ſee in ſuch as profeſſed Salvation and 
Redemption by Chrift Jeſus,and yet were not to be 
diſtinguiſhed from them who made no Profeſſion of 
Him; & for my plain Dealing TI met with much Love, 
and ſoliciting!to come oftner among them. Thus ha- 
ving ſought into thehigheſt Profeſſhons1 could hear 
of, in which I was uprightly defirous 'to know the 
utmoſt of what was to be found of Life and Purity, 
which did not amount to that Spiritualneſs, and Vi- 
Qory over Sin whichT looked for, 'in a People, and 


for which I was raiſed up ; wherefore -in- Refuſal of 


more publick Imploymeats I accepted of a private 


Place in'Dor ſet-ſhsre,vehere T was to tutor their Chil- *' 


dren, and 'pray and preach 'in the'Family for ſuch 
a yearly Stipend, which when it cameto be paid I 
| : Was 
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was not ſuffered to take any thing for preaching, 
which alſo Idenyed in Zondon: And in this Family 
where there were many of a ſeeking enquiring Spi- 
Tit, I kept up the Family-Worſhip, according ap 
Practice and Example of the beſt reputed Chriſtians 
which I walkt ſtrictly by, and the Meeting on the 
Firſt Dayes, unto which many People came, vatil 
that I came to preach from thole Words Heb. 4.v.12. 
For the Word of Ged is Quick and Powerfal, and Sharper 
then ary Two edgedSmora,Piercing,even to the Dividing 
aſwnder the Joynts ard the Murrow at the finiſhing of 
whichScripture,after I was retired into myChamber 
the Word of the Lord came to me afcer this manner, 
bring no more vain Oblations before me,but wait upon the 
lirirg Motions of my Spirit ,to bring forth that Sacrifice 
which is accepted with me (out of which I could ſee no 
Ofterings accepted of God, or preſt by Chriſt or his 
Apoftlcs upon any) withal reminding me of what I 
had formerly felt of the Quickneſs and Sharpneſs of 
this Word to cut me down. from my vain Pleaſures 
and Paſtimes, which was the ſame that was now 
come to cut me down from my vain Oblations, by 
which theSpirit of God was again quencht&limited, 
& to bring me to that which was more pure & ſpiri- 
tual, and that the Iſſue of withftanding this Counſel 
of God, would be the caſting me under Deſpair again, 
which Words, as1 was required, {o I declared them 
to-one of the Headsof the Family, deſiring the Pray- 
er- Bell might not ring for me, for that I now felt the 
Word of the Lord to bereally as I had preacht it, as 
a Sword to cur me down fromall vain Oblations, ſo 
that there was ſtruggling or reſiſting, or kicking 2« 
oainſt the Pricks of this —_ Word, or — 
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of it, but by coming out of all that which I had taken 
up by Tradition, or Imitation ofany, out of its Lead- 
ings, which was. net out of any Diſreſpect to that 
ſpiritual Prayer &Supplication which was exhorted 
unto 1n theScriptures,which I did the more earneſtly 
watch unto;but for Fear of offending God by offering 
that which was becomeSin and Iniquity-tohim,even 
the SelemnAſſembly,as it is called 1/e.1.13.But all this 
while no man ſtopr me, uor did any Perſecution ſtop 
me, but I was the more enlarged by it z neither did ' 
I act from anyCounſecl or preſident of any of the peg- 
ple called Quaters, from whoſe Converſe I kept my. 
ſelf, ſoas to be acquainted with none of them in that 
Country, orin any other place where I had lived; 
and alſo from reading their Books, or going to their 
Meetings, becauſe of the Danger of Infection that 
was reported of them ; and when. a Servant that li- 
ved in the Family, whereI was,inclined to go among 
them, Idiſwaded her from it: And now having 
laid down all at the Feet of God in a Readineſs to fo]- 
low him whitherever he would lead me, I enquired 
of the Lord what was the Way, and People, and 
Foundation that he would eſtabliſh and ſer up in the 
Room of what he had pulled down ? and the Lord 
ſhewed me, and cauſed me to declare the ſubſtance 
of it to the Family, that according to the Viſion of 
the Prophet 1/aiah in the ſix firſt verſes of the ſecond 
chapter, That he was now come to eſtabliſh 

_ ver-I> the Spiritual Mountain of his Houſe, 4 wor- 
—_— ſhip which Chriſt ſet up in the Dayes of his 
Fleſh, not only ever the Mountgins of Samaria and 
Jeruſalem, but over all the Mountains and Hills which 
have ſince riſen up in the Apoſt &cy, under what Foym or 
Denomination 
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Denomination ſoever, in all whith Mountains and Hills 
there was no Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, where he, 
had his Reſidence and Dwelling, and therefore he would e. 
ſtabliſh this Mountain for his Houſe, unte which all the 
Nations (where the Enemy had (et up his Mountains and 

Houſe, inwhich he had his Seat) ſhould flow, fo that there 
. ſhould be wo other Mountain or Houſe of the Lord, but this 
alone, which ſhould in time make the other Monntains de- 
folate, as without Inhabitants, which Mountain man in all 
his Might, Strength and Wiſdem, ſhould have m_—_ 
none of the Glory of the Eftabliſhment or Exal. **** 43+ 
tation thereof, but the Lord alone, whoſe Houſe it was, 
who would be known to be the God of Jacob, that was come 
forth to ſupblant and overturn the lofty Mountains and 
Hills, and all that dwelt therein, by ſuch a poer deſpiſed 
People as Jacob was, 

And that according to the Prophet's Viſion, The Pes- 
ple that came to this Mountain of the L1yd's Houſe were 
gone up inte 4 higher State of ſupplanting and overcoming, 
then was known in any of the other Mountains and Hills ; 
& as they had the hizheſt and fee Miſſton & Authority, 
ſo they had the higheſt Meſſage and call,to wir, to come up 
to the Teachings of the God of Jacob, who was come to 

upplant and overtnrn all the Teachers of the Mountains 
and Hills, whoſe Teachings ſo affeted thoſe that came un- 
to it, as that they were reſolvedto walk in no other Paths 
or Wayes, but what the God of Jacobtauzht them, accor - 
ding to th:ir Languaze (we will walk) nor wonld they 

o back any more to the Mountains and Hills where the 
Lord had no houſe or dwelling, ner no teaching of the poox 
and needy how to ſupplant and ovvercome their Enemies x 
for that now they were come toan hioher and better 


Mountain, which was as Zion and Jeruſalem, where 
C 2 the 
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the Infallible word and Law of God was revealed and gi- 
wen forth, as it w.u to Jacob, who had no other Written 
wordor Law to walk by, Tread ver, 4. 

lt was ſhewed me, That by aud throughthis People 
(who were now come) The Lord would cauſe his Tudz- 
ments and. Rebukes to be poured out upon all the Swora's 
and Spears which were uſed to force the People to.cr to de- 
fain them inthe Mountains and Hills, or from coming to 
the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, which needed not any 
Sword or Sper to eftalijh or exalt-it, or to force the Nat:- 
ens that were ready and free of themſelves to flownntoit.. 
And that the Lord would alſo indue this People, as he aid 
Jacob, withſo much Thriftineſs and Prudence, 14 not to 
waſte or throw away what might be improved for the good 
of the Creation, ſo that, x. they ſhould not make any Spoyl. 
upon the Bedy by the Sword and Spear, ſo neither ſhould 
they waſte the Swords that had ſpoyled, but rather beat 
them into Plow-ſhares,and the ſþears into prunin-hooks 
and ſo turn deſtruttive Weapons into uſeful Inſtruments, 
for the publick proſperity of the Nations, 'unto which they. 
fhould become 4 BleſSing, as Jacob and his Seed was : 
That their Faith and Belief ſhould be ſo high, 45 that the 
Fudgments and Rebukes if the Lord ſhould never ceaſe af- 
ter the Proclaiming this Mountain, until 'Supplanter. 
like) it had brought down all Nations, Parties and Per- 
ſwafions to ceaſe from riſing up one againſt another, and. 
that the Concord and Agreement of the Nations [houl4 be 
ſogreat, 45 that (the Houſe of the Lord being naw cone, 
for which they fouzht) they ſhould learn War no more nor 
ſeek to tate up any Sword or Spear, which they had beaten 
into Plow: ſhares and pruning-h#ks, which now they were 
to learn the uſe of, us that which ſhould abide when the 
Sword and all the Trage and Traffick of rhe Mouns 


t4:ns 
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reins that was forWar, ſhould ceaſe and come to 13 End, 
read ver. 5. ; 
It was thewed me,as theſe verſes opened one after 

another, that the People unro whom I was to go, 
were,as tO the. Nobility of their Off: ſpring,of the Ho/e 
and Family of Worm Jacob the Supplanter,and that 25 
Jacob aia, ſo they ſhould alſs ſupplant the Nations,by the 
moſt nnlikelieft Wayes and Means, viz, Not by Rowgh- 
neſs, as Elau, who was .the Father" of the Mountains, 
but by Smoethneſs and Gentleneſs, net by Pollicy and Cun- 
ningne(s, « Elau,but by Plainneſs and Simpl tity, not by 
going from Home &-ſeeking aud toyling abroad like Eſau 
the Hunter, but by quiet abiding in their Tents and Ha. . 
bilations; not by Might nor Force of outward Weapons, 
in the Diſuſe of which [acob was (ingular from his Prede- 
ceſſors,but by Strength of Prayers & ſpiritual wreſtlings, 
which is atteſted by ſeveral learned Men, upon Gem. 
48. 22. wot by any bloody Plots or Conſpiracies, nor by 
ny Confederacy with the Houſe of Levi, the Father of the 
Prieſts, inwhoſe Houſe (but net in Jacob's) the Inſtru- 
ments of Cruelty were found, upon whom Facob pour- 
ed out an irrevocable Curſe, and 1n the Hatred and 
Antipathy of his innocent Mind charged his Soul, 
not to enter into his Aſſembly, nor his Honour to be 
united to him—— Net by the. Dictates or Example 
of any precedent men or Scripture. that was not then 
written, but by following the Guidance of God's 
Word and Spirit, which brought him up over all. 
Oppoſition &Aſſaults to Bethel.the.Place of Worthip 
and Sacrifice unto God,in which Reſpects Facob was 
fingled out by the Holy Ghcſt, as a Lively Thee of 
the People whom God would call and raile.up from 
low Degree 1a the laſt Dayes. FP 

as. 
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"And T had not only a ſight of this People by their 
: Doctrine, Practice and, Off-ſpring before mentioned, 
but alſo By the Principle by which they ſhould walk, and . 
from which they ſhould receive Power to ſupplant and 
overturn, which w.4 the Light of the Lord, wbich Light 
their Meſſage ſhould be to call the People ro,O 
Houle of Facob, come ye, and let uswalk 
inthe Light of the Lord, which Light wat ſuffici- 
ent to bring them off from the Mountains and 
Hills up to the Honſe of Goa,, where the Grd of Jacob 
zeacheth and giveth forth his Ford and Law, which is xot 
th: Light of man's Ditates or Examples but the Light of 
£52 God of Facob, by which Tacob walked, and was tanght 
to ſupplant & overcome; ſo that, as this Mountain came to 
be eftabliſhed on the Top of all the Mountains and Hills, fo 
*rbe Light alſo fhoyld be eftabliſhed and exalted onthe Top 
of all the Founiations, Rnles and Principles of the Moun- 
tains that wilked by Tradition: The Safficiency of which 
Lizht ſhould not be only manifeſted by the Benefit of them 
that walk therein but by the Forſaking of thoſe that ſhould 
Read ney 71 and deſpiſe it, the Cauſe of mhich ſhould 
& "to the be their being filled and repleniſht with ſome- 
NE” thing elſe ; ſo that there ſhould be no more roows 
to receive Chriſt in his ſpiritual Appearance, as 
a Light, then there w.s room in the Inn, which was filled 
and repleniſht with other Gueſts, to receive him in his 
outward Appearance, becanſe of which God would cauſe 
his Fudements and Rebukes to-paſs npon the Treaſures 
and Idols, ard Glory of the Menntains, which had reple- 
niſht and filled up their hearts, ſo as to flain their Glory, 


Read ver, 


 -entil he had left them not a Staff or a Stay to lean upon, & 


had cauſed the Mark of his Diſpleaſure to paſs upim the ' 


Alizhty Man, the Manof war, the Captain of fifty, the- 
Fm Tudze, 
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Tuoge, the Prophet, the Prudent, the Counſellor, the 
Curing Art ficer and El: quent Orator, ſo that no Rank 
or Degree of menthat bad ae (piſed this Mountain or Light 
fbould be aile by all their Power Cf Prudence, Art or Cun- 
ning tc e[cipe the Stroke of the God of Jacob, who « come 
forth in h14 ſpiritual Heſt & Army te Sapplant andovwer- 
tkxrn, wniil the Lofty Looks of Man, that looks ſcornful- 
ly upen this Prople and Light, « Eſau did upon Jacob, . 
te brought low, and bis Haughtineſs be abaſed, and he 
made of no account, that ſo the God of Jacob may alane be 
Reverenced ana exalted in his own Houſe and People, and 
there be no Mountain, Houſe or Principle left to land wn 
Competition with him. 

Thus being the ſecond time ranſomed through 
Judgment, and the Way of the Lord fo plainly 0- 
. pened unto me, Icould no longer delay -{zeking our 

ſome of the People here defcribed, whom I was:con- 
vinced were come,but I khew not where to fing, hut 
as the Lorg put it into my Heart to go to ſuch a Pro- 
feſlor's Houſe, and defire him to ſend for one of the 
People called Quakers, which I did, and when 1 
came to him, and enquired of him concerning that 
People. he told me,There were in that Village butThree 
or Four Families of Poor Inconſiderable People, that were 
meanin Ability, and that the Men were at Harveſt; bus-: 
their wives were at Heme z Solent for one of therh, 
whom when ſhe came, I rook tri notice of her 
Carriage and Words ;- and when I had diſcourſed 
wither about the Light of Chriſt, which they 
profeſſed in them, and what Benefit they reaped by 
walking in it, to overcome their Spiritual Enemies, 
and to work Salvation for them z her Teſtimony ſo 


ſuited to what the Lord had before hew'd uuto me, 


and 


: (20) | 
and the Gravity and Savour of her Language and 
'Deportm :nt was [uch counſelling me, To mind the 
Truth in me, which would brinz me further, as I kept 
low and obedient to the Croſs of Chriſt Feſus, for that _ 
the Lord hal a further work in his due time to ao in me 
end by me; which Advice was of God, fo that I 
could not but confels to the Wiſdom ſhe was guided 
by, which I eſteemed the more for her outward Mean- 
neſs and Plainneſs: and afterwards, as I diſcourſed 
with her Hasband, 4 p/«in Mar, in his Return trom 
Labour, I found, that their whole Stay and Support was 
#n the Spirit of the Lord, whoſe Teachings and Leadings 
they waited for at all times, to guide them out of all Evil 
Thoughts, words ad works, into all Trath, in which God 
alone # worſhipped;which Teſtimony beſt reached my 
Conſcience, and anſwered the Sprrit of Truth in my 
own Heart, the manner of whoſe ſtirring & movings 
[from a Child, and of its being quenched, and co- 
ming to be raiſed again, I have before declared of, 
concerning which I never met with any that teſtif- 
ed 'o feelingly and experimentally of the inward 
Work of Redemption and Regemeration by Chriſt ſeſus, 
in the Senſe of which my Heart was upon the firſt 
Meeting firmly united to them, ſo as from that:time 
not to look back any more unto any thing the Lord 
hadcalled me out of, but reſolved, to take up my Lot 
with them, which I fignified to my Relations, Ard 
when1 returned in the Evening from this p/a/ugeop/e 
and came-in before'the Conrſelor and his Wife with 
-my uſual Language and Deportment, which was 
outof the Croſs of Chriſt, which I knew was un- 
like to the plain Len7weee of the Scriptures, and Beha-. 
-viour of Chriſt and his Apeſtles, T was ſoon reproved 

| = 
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for Reſpe@ of Perſons, and loſt my Peace and Life 
that was raiſed in me, and (o went to my Bed un- 
der [udgment, crying unto the Lord, Net to with- 
hula hs Peare and Comfort from me, nor to let this put a- 
ny ſtop to what he intented further to mate known unto 
»e, promiſing #o obey him, if he would ſpare me to the 
Morning, which when I was riſen and had ſeated 
my (elf, the C-#nſe/lour's Wite, whom I'welf eſtce- 
med and reſpected, came into the Chamber, unto 
whom, becauſe of the Fear of the Lord, I uſed that 
plain Languazze and Dep.rtment which I was con- 
vinced of, in which, though it may ſeem as a (mall 
thing, I had great Joy and Peace; and when I was 
asked the Occafion of that Change and Alteration that 
w.c in me, I told her to this ctfect, That 1 wa,now 
confirmed by Converſe, that the People which I preached 
of to be the Houle of Jacob, the Plain Man, were come, 
the 18 ay of whoſe Supplanting ſhould !e by that which ſee. 
med Foeliſhneſs and Simplicity unto the Nations : Aﬀeer 
which it went forth into the Family and Country, 
That I was become 8 Qugter. And thenext Firſt Day, 
being alone at Home, I was required, To go #9 the 
Place where I firſt ſpake with the Woman, and to ſeek out 
their Meeting ; which 1 did,and when I came,] foun 
a few People met togerher 1n a ſerious manner, wait- 
ing upon the Lord,among whom(though few,if any 
words were utter'd) I felt that Preſence and Power of 
Godin which I had moreSatisfaQtion then in my own 
Preaching and Praying—an1 ſuch a room and place 
this People had with me (as ftill they have) that: 1 
thought no time too long which I ſpeat with them, 
or Pains too much to gy to their Meetings, which 
was far diſtant from that Place; and the more: I 
: D Was 
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was acquainted with them, the more I was united to 
them, cipecially after that I had heard their Teſti- | 
monies and Declarations, and was a Wttnels of the 
Life and Power-that accompanied Mean literate 
Perſons, ſuch as the firſt that I heard was, I was the 
more joyned unto them, whole Prayers and Suppli- 
cations were more prevalent to bring me unto, and 
keep te inthe Light, thenall the Prayers and Faſts 
of thoſe that deny its Guidance were' to keep me 
from it. 
Thus, according to my earneſt Deſircs to the 
Lord, to bring forth the Work which he would e- 
fabliſk in the room of that which he had pulled 
down before I went out of that Family, I was for a- 
bout 2 weeks among them in a teſtimony to the truth, 
an the Riſings of which I felt more and more freedom 
to be witnciled from my Soul's enemies,and a drawing 
.me'againinto a watchfulneſs over. my own thoughts 
-words:and actions, that nothing cir & ariſe or work 
in my. Heart but what was of God, who was now 
come to judge down every Evil Thought and Incli- 
Nation in the frſt Motion and Riſe of it; fo that 
though there was an Abatement: of that Bodily Ex- 
lerciſc, which profiteth-nor, yet there was an Increaſc 
-of Inward-Exercile to keep a Conſcierxce void of 
"Offence, not only in the Sight of Man, who lookr 
at the Outward Appearance, bur allo in the Sight of. 
God, that ſearched the Heart, 'And in that Family 
Irmet with much Chriftian-like Forbearance,& Ten- 
| dernefs., 'ndt out of any Reſpect to the People and 
. Principle, .which they efteemed too mean and low, 
{but ourof: Reſpect to that Uprightheſs which they 
| believed:to bein me: And now the times of our par- 
uo ting: 
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tinz being come, in which I muſt leave them, which 
(becauſe of that Love;and Endearedneſs that had 
been between us) it was hard to do, but that my 
Heart was taken up with Chriſt's being come to re- 
ceive me to himſelf, and to dwell and walk in-me as 
his houſe and temple, for which End he had ſeparated 
& called me out trom all that was defiled : And fince 
I could no longer perform the Office of a Chaplain, as 
it was expected of me, which if I could they defi- 
red no other, they were willing to give me Satisfa- 
Qion, according to our Agreement for the time that 
- Thad been among them upon a double Accountviz, 
of Tutouring their Children, and of Preaching: As to 
the Teaching the Children, 1 was free to take Conſi- 
deration ; butas for Preaching, notwithſtanding the 
Money was told out, and I was urged and preſſed 
to receive it, I was forbidden by od to take a- 
ny,and (o left it, But toclear the Family of all Suſ= 
pitions & ſealoulies that might ariſe in any touching 
the Ground of my leaving them, I conlented-ypon 
[. 


OO — 


"% 


the firſt Motion thereof to leave a Certificate, fig- 


Family only upon the {ccount of ſome higher Difoverr 


oth . - 7 . "7" 
any otherwiſe then why 


. . Lo» 3 G7 I 
next to my own Relations were dear.to Who | 
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4 | 
Year 1673. After which Tcame forward to myRe-.- * 


lations, among whom I knew not one- that was 

inclined tothe Truth, who might ſtand with me in 

a Teſtimony for it, but all Oppoſed it, and joyned 
with their Teachers againſt it, with whomnotwich- 

ſtanding,as I ſtood innocently in the Counſel of God, 

which led me to yield true Submiſſion and Honour 
®to them next to himſelf, I found way made for my. 
Reception, an&allo opened the Hearts of his Peo- 
ple unto me, to whom I was a S:ranger, but as the 
Lord gave them a ſenſe of that Upright Deſire of 
Truth and Righteouſncſs which only brought me a- 
mong them, in whoſe Meetings I waited as one of 
the Meaneſt and Loweft of them for about rwelve 
Moneths, fitting under the Droppings and Diftil- 
lings « f that Lite. and Power, which the Lord was 
pleaſed to fill others with in the Meetjog, & to grow 
daily more and more (as it ts daily my Endeavour) 
in the iaward' Experience of the Redeeming, Puri- 
fying and Quickening Virtue of the Truth, which 
(ntlfe ſenſe of that Cove of God «in bringing me a- 
mong this People, to cat of the Bread of Life, when 
Þ many Wiſe and Prudent were Teff behind, feed: 
ing upon Hpsks) often broke my Heart, and cau- 
ſd Deſires'in me, That 1 might never more appear 
ont of. the living te, nll \nevings of thr Spirit & 
re: Chr F, nor ftay behind it when it did move. Aﬀ. 

ter w hich. it pjcafed the Lord in his own time (26+ 
cording to my own and others Travait and Suppli- 
'cation #0 caufe his Eife to break forth in me ſome- 
< ina few words of Prayer, ſometimes of By- 
1,"itt whicff the Lord gave.'me Power: and 
tulgefs'to eafe my felf,/ and 'my Words'return- 


ed 
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ed-not to me again, but had entrance; and as Ikepe 

low and humble,giving Honour and Glory to Chriſt 
alone in his Appearance, fo I felt the Increaſe of 
that Authority and Life, which made way in the- 
Hcarts of them to whom I was ſent, in whole Con-- 
ſciences it is my defire to ſtand recommended,and to 

be felt of them who are in Life, as a Savour-of Life 

unto Life, 

And thus the Lord having raiſed me up; and ſpa- 
red me through much Weakneſs and Labour-unto 
this Day to ſee the Deſire of my Soul accompliſhed 
in great Meaſure, according to my Faith when I firit 
laid down my Miniftry, I do ſtill wait (in Submil- 
ſion to the Will of- the Lord) for the Day, when : 
that breathing Sced of God, which is yer left in the 
de:d and lifeleſs Profeſſions, may become ripe for 
the Hzrveſt,. then ſhall there be no Waat of Reap- 
ers, whothall put in their Sickles, and gather them 
into the Houſe which God hath provided for to re- 
ceive all that are low and poor in their own Eyes; 
for wantof Power and'Strength to overcome that 
which lerreth &- hindereth- their perfeft Redempri- 
on ; into .whictr Houſe God hath called me, as a 
Fore-Runner of ' Thouſands that are yet ungathered, 
unto which being come up, I can't go back or down 
unto thtem, bur can freely ſerve the loweſt of them 
b Ay Ty" RT to the Great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, tor the bringing them into that Fold, where 
he makes his Plocks that were wearied and driven 
from Mountain to Hill, to reſt at Noon in the Bo- 
Tome of their Beloved, whoſe Tents they need no 
longer enquire after, or go to-rhe Watch men of the 
Night for Direction, but-by.the Light of the Lord 

are 
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ure (hey brought up to Berhel, the Houſe of the God 
of Jaco, wh:re they delire forever to dwell, and 
offer unto the God of their Redemption, Victo- 
ries and Deliverance, as Ido, the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and of Thankſgiving forevermore. 


And now I ſhall ſhut up all with the Teftimony of 
the Paſtor of chat- I»dependant - Congregation of 
which I was a Member, and walkt with for ſeveral 
vears, who (beſt among them) knew the bent of my 
Heart, ho in his Lerter to my Mother {00n xfter my 

. Convincement of the Truth, gives this Teſtimony 
of the Grounds of my leaving them to come to this 
People, in which he hath confirmed what 1 have be- 
fore-mentioned ; his words are theſe, The great Stum- 
blins-block to himhath been, our Looſe, Low and Earth« 
ly Converſation: And is not Looſnefs, Lowneſs.and 
Earthlineſs Stumbling; block enough, eſpecially in 
them that profeſs to be Members of Chriſt Jeſt's, 
and look for Salvation by him, and-to be gathered 
out of the World ? He may well call it Great , 
W hat can lay a greater Stumbling-block in theWay 
of the Upright, then to make ſo high a Profeſſion a 
Cloak and Covering for ſo much Sin and Iniquity ? 
Would it not be far. better and more Honour to 
Chriſt, to ceaſe profeſſing of him, which doth bur 
make them the greater Stumbling-blocks, until they 
have departed from theſe Iniquities ? And is not this 

enough to acquit me from ſeparating from ſuch AC. 
{emblies and Congregations, that are thus poluted” 

Further, he ſaith, He is earneſt toget wp to More Sp}. 
ritualneſs then hs ſees among 1: And:muſt I be re- 
preſented 1n {0 many places as a de/aded deceived Per - 


C ſon, 


_— - n—_—_. 


+ (27) 
ſorr,and one that is fallen Fes. the Faith, and apoftatizeds 
| toError.and 4 Saddexer of the Hearts of the Upricht,and _ 
prayed and faſted for, as ſuch, and all for leaving 
of ſuch People as are Looſe, Low and Earthly,to get 
up to more Spiritualneſs? Orcan I look upon (ſuch 
| as true Friends to my Soul,«as would hinder ms 
from ſo good an Exchange £ Further, he ſaith, 
which he apprehends « to be found among this People : 
Yea, I' do more then apprehend it; for. I have felt 
and experienced for ſome years that Spiritualneſs to 
be among them, which keeps them that walk init 
from Looſneſs, Lowneſs and Earthlineſs , fo that I 
have no Deſire to-return to them whoſe Convertati- 
ons are fo looſe, &c, as he confeſſeth. Further, he 
| faith, 7 «mperſwaded, this is that which hath carried 
$ bim among them, more then any Reſpett that he bath to 
their odd Opinions: Here he hath bound all with his 
| Perſwaſion from that certain Knowledge he had of 
me for many years, in which he knew myBent was 
after Spiritualneſs and Heavenly-mindedneſs ; and 
herein he hath ſpoken the Truth of me, v/z. Thar 
itwas Looſnel(s, Lownels and Earthlineſs that ftum- 
bled, and drew me off from them; and that it was 
with deſire of more Spiritualneſs that I came among 
this People, and my Deſire hath been therein large- 
ly anſwered, tothe Joy and Satisfaction of my Soul, 
Further, he continueth to ſay, if we gain this by his 
Fall, to be provoked to more Heavenlineſs and Spiritual- 
neſs, and to ſavonr leſs of this Earth, we ſhall be Gain- 
ers by bus Loſs : Here he ſhould have minded his for- ' 
mer Expreſſion and Per{waſion, and have conſider- 
ed, whether the Lord doth ſuff-r ſuch to fall whoſe 


z great Stumbling js at Looſneſs, Lowneſs and Earth- 
: ; . linels,, 
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"E: & lineſs, and whoare earneſt toget up to'rmmores 
_ - rvataeſs, which is more according to-rhe'W. | 
God: Or are they not fallen hd lott;who according * 
Fi to his Confeflion, are ſtill where! they weremmany 
3 3K years ago, after all his Preaching and Praying, are * . 
:: not gor up above their Looſeneſs;Lowne(s & Earth- | 
| | linciogoter he preſſeth, and indeed it is high time * | 
. for tha 4ll to manifeſt better Fruits of theip prof. * +; 
rig, 2nd to favour leſs of this:Earth, « which hath 
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